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What is VTSS?

The Virginia Tiered Systems of Supports (VTSS) is a framework and philosophy
that provides resources and support to help every student to be successful in
academics and behavior. Our schools are working very hard to make sure that
students in every school understand what it means to be safe, be responsible,
and be respectful.   Prince Edward County Public Schools has been recognized
by the Virginia Department of Education as a trailblazer in implementing VTSS
practices division-wide. Using a VTSS approach, schools are working to reduce
the number of referrals and suspensions increase student academic outcomes,
and strengthen family and community relationships. VTSS recommends a
positive approach to addressing behavior by explicitly teaching behavioral
expectations and providing academic supports.   Make no mistake, there are
consequences for behavior however, VTSS implementation allows us to build
relationships with our students and address behavior as much as possible at the
classroom level.  Through the VTSS philosophy, teachers are reminded of why
they entered education; to help all students reach their full academic potential
and to develop into good citizens. 
Educating our students in a safe environment is a team effort.  Families and
PECPS employees must work together to create an atmosphere where children
are learning and having fun in a safe, nurturing environment. Won't you partner
with us?



It has been a very busy first
month in the elementary school.  
Our Itty Bitty Eagles are finding
their way through the halls and
making new friends.  The
dentist was on campus in
August and saw over 80
children in our Family
Engagement Center. It was
very exciting to see some of our
high school nursing students
help out with this event.  It is
really cool to see the older
Eagles partnering with the
younger Eagles. The Family
Engagement Center continues
to be a huge resource to both
the community and families.
We will be advertising fall hours
soon and we can't wait for you
to use this room on a weekly
basis. 
 
 

The Elementary School would
like to give a big shout out to
Girl Scout Troop 3152 from
Chesterfield and their leaders
from Longwood University.  This
group of community leaders
were tasked with creating a
sustainable community project
to earn their Silver Award. They
chose to provide Prince Edward
County Elementary School with
100 backpacks full of school
supplies. We are super grateful
that they chose us!

The Elementary School has
been awarded a Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Program (FFVP)
USDA Grant for the 2019-2020
school year! Beginning
September 3, 2019, a fresh fruit
or vegetable snack will be
provided for all students in the
elementary school at least four
days per week. The goals of the
FFVP are to: create healthier
school environments by
providing healthier food
opportunities and education,
expand the variety of fruits and
vegetables children experience,
increase children’s fruit and
vegetable consumption, and
make a difference in children’s
diets to impact their present and
future health.  We are excited to
be able to offer this program to
our Eagles.

"The sky is the
limit and only you
can put limitations
on your success."
Jessica Draper,
Class of 2007

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



GO TEC CAREER CONNECTIONS
LAB

A new class was created at the middle
school this year as a result of a GO
Virginia grant.  A Career Connection Lab
that introduces middle school students to
in-demand occupations and then
connects their training opportunities to
high school and ultimately to higher
education institutions is up and running.
Students have already been using the
Engineering Problem Solving Method to
create structures with legos, exploring
health careers and creating prosthetic
hands, and using unique problem solving
skills to build a structure that would not
only float but also hold large amounts of
weight.

"Always stay focused and
follow your dreams"
 

Looking for a place to volunteer on
campus? Our middle school library is
looking for volunteers. Reach out to
sharon.carter@pecps.k12.va.us if you
are interested and she will walk you
through the volunteer process!

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Nakeace Davis,
Class of 2011



EAGLE BUCKS

This year, the high school VTSS team rolled out
the Eagle Bucks initiative.  Every day, students will have
the chance to be rewarded with an Eagle Buck when a
teacher catches them doing something great.  Students
then place the Eagle Bucks in the Purple Boxes which are
located in the main office and the CTE building.  On
Friday mornings, two names are drawn and the winner
receive prizes such as gift cards from local
restaurants, college swag and funds towards class
initiatives (i.e., seniors could receive $10 off class dues). 
The initiative has been a wonderful success and the team
looks forward to continuing and improving the initiative.

"Savor your time while you
are young because once you
grow up, you will truly miss
the simple things in life."

Friday night lights and cool crisp mornings are a sure sign
that things are happening at the high school! Juniors are
ordering class rings, the senior calendar has been set and
cap and gowns will soon be ordered. Homecoming is
October 21st-25th. Mark your calendars and follow our
social media channels for the festivities that accompany
this exciting week! 

by Mary Jane Cook

HIGH SCHOOL

Angie Camp,
Class of 1992



PEPSE seeks teacher
mini-grant applications
The Prince Edward Public
Schools Endowment
(PEPSE) is a non-profit
organization founded in
1993 to build a source of
income to meet unfunded
needs of the Prince Edward
County schools.  We are
seeking mini-grant
applications from teachers
who have ideas they'd like
to implement next year. 
Our application is online
at http://www.pepse.org/min
igrantapplication. 
 

Successful applications
should seek sustainable
materials that cut across
disciplines.
Recently, we have helped
to fund the Outdoor
Classroom, the weather
station at the high school,
and hydroponic lights.
If you have any questions
about the application or
about the goals of PEPSE,
please reach out to the
organization at
princeedwardendowment@
gmail.com.

"Invest in your
passions and
interests, and plan
for the future you
want."

Phil Cunningham,
Class of 2010

PRINCE EDWARD PUBLIC SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT


